SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 16 AUGUST 
2020 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by ..............45 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin 
is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio and text bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za. To join the bulletin 
mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

THE SARL HF DIGITAL CONTEST THIS AFTERNOON 

THE 2020 IARU REGION 1 GENERAL CONFERENCE 

and 

New beacon technology 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We start the bulletin this morning with the news of two silent keys. 


It is with deep regret that we must announce that the key of Geoff Levey, ZS6C 
went silent at 06:50 on Tuesday 11 August 2020 after a long battle in ICU after 
contracting COVID. Geoff was a past President of the SARL (2014) and served 
on Council as the HF and Contest Manager as well as the Office Manager. He 
represented the SARL at the IARU Region 1 Conference in Sun City in 2011 
and in Albena, Bulgaria in 2014. Geoff was the Chairman of the West Rand 
ARC. We extend our sincere condolences to his wife Sharon, ZS6RRL, family 
and friends. 


It is with deep regret that we must announce that the key of Doep du Plessis 
ZS6PGA became a silent key on 20 July 2020. Doep was a member of the 
EARS WhatsApp group and ex member of the Kempton Park Amateur Radio 
Technical Society (KARTS). We extend our sincere condolences to his family 
and friends. 


PAUSE 
You are listening to a news bulletin by the South Africa Radio League 


SARL News congratulates Francois, ZS4X on his 80th birthday on Saturday 15 
August and congratulations to Al, ZS2U on his 90th birthday on Tuesday 18 
August. 


THE SARL HF DIGITAL CONTEST THIS AFTERNOON 


The aim of the SARL HF Contests is for participants to contact as many am- 
ateurs in Southern Africa as possible on the 20, 40 and 80 m amateur bands. 


This afternoon from 14:00 to 17:00 UTC, you can participate in the HF Digital 
contest using any HF digital mode. The Contest committee is aware that the 
frequencies of certain of the digital modes cannot be changed by the user and 
that they fall outside of the digital allocation of the Region 1 40 m bandplan, 
and you are welcome to use them. The exchange is a RSQ report and a serial 
number starting at 001. You may contact the same station once per mode per 
band. 


Each QSO counts 1 point. Each call area (8) worked per band counts 2 points. 
The same station worked on 80, 40 and 20 metres counts 2 points. Submit your 
log in ADIF or Cabrillo with a summary sheet or make use of the downloadable 
MS Excel spreadsheet which includes the summary sheet. The logs must reach 
the Contest Committee at zs4bfn@mweb.co.za by no later than 23:59 CAT on 
Sunday 23 August 2020. Turn to page 35 of the 2020 Blue Book for the rules. 
Please do not submit any PDF documents. 


Join the satellite world with the AMSAT Space Symposium 


Expand your amateur radio experience by attending the AMSATSA 2020 Space 
Symposium online on Saturday 22 August 2020 from 10:00 -15:00 CAT. The 
programme has something for the newcomer and the experienced radio amateur. 
One of the highlights is a presentation by Gary Immelman, ZS6YI about digital 
amateur television on Qatar Oscar 100. AMSAT North America’s Burns Fisher 
will be sharing information about how to set up a telemetry station and the new 
GOLF programme. With Tom van den Bon, ZR6TG learn about Satnogs and 
get up to speed with the AMSAT SA AfriCUBE team and the development of 
the SDR transponder. 


The full programme is available on www.amsatsa.org.za. You can download 
the registration form and pay by EFT or pay by credit card by clicking on the 
paynow button on the AMSAT SA web page. The registration fee is R50 for 
SARL and AMSAT SA members and R100 for non-members and participants 
from other countries. The registration closes at noon on Friday 21 August. Stu- 
dents attend free by completing the registration form and entering their student 
number or name of the educational institution they are attending. During next 
week registered delegates will receive the conference code. The conference is 
hosted on BlueJeans which can be downloaded free of charge. 


THE 2020 IARU REGION 1 GENERAL CONFERENCE 


The IARU Region 1 General Conference was scheduled to begin on Sunday 11 
October in Novi Sad in Serbia. Following the travel restrictions and health issues 
caused by the COVID pandemic, the Region 1 Executive Committee decided to 
run a Virtual General Conference from 11 to 16 October and then early in 2021 
to hold a face-to-face Workshop. 


The Papers for the Virtual General Conference are available on https://rlpapers. 
wordpress.com/. The Papers are for Committee 3 - Administration; Committee 
4 - the Permanent HF Committee; Committee 5 - the Permanent VHF, UHF 


and Microwave Committee and Committee 7 - the EMC Committee. Papers 
for Committee 2 - Credentials and Finances will be e-mailed to the Heads of 
Delegation. 


The Papers dealing with WRC-23 and Spectrum are C3_08, 08A, 10 and 28. 
Emergency Communication Papers are C3_11; C4_06 and C5_13. The Youth 
Report is C3_07 and IARU Monitoring Service is C4__02, 03 and 08. C3_ 20 is 
the SARL Paper proposing a Technology Working Group. 


There are two Papers for the CW enthusiasts - C4__09 and 10 while C4_11 looks 
at the harmonisation of the HF band plan. The VHF Band Plan is discussed 
in Papers C5_05, 08, 10, 11 and 15 to 21. Paper C7_03 is the SARL Noise 
Monitoring Project to be read with all the C7 Papers. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
New beacon technology 


Last week Brian Jacobs ZS6YZ reported on Amateur Radio Today about bea- 
con technology and how it has progressed. The classic beacon is a modified 
commercial radio, the same as what has been built and deployed in Bethlehem 
as the ZSOBET beacon. This type of beacon is relatively cheap to build but is 
not without its challenges and of course has limited possibilities. 


He said that it is now clear that we need to consider a Next Generation Beacon 
which is neither digital nor analogue. It is both, as within the one-minute mixed 
mode sequence it emits a digital PI4 signal, then a CW signal and lastly a carrier. 
This then caters for the digital disciples and allows for automated reception and 
decoding. The amateurs that like to listen for the beacon and decode it by ear 
will hear the CW message and there will be a carrier that if the right hardware 
is used will be frequency accurate and allow for frequency checking. 


Brian is working on a blueprint which will be discussed at the next SARL Beacon 
Group meeting at the end of August. The group meets on Skype on the last 
Thursday of the month. For more details on how to attend the meeting, send 
an e-mail to vhfnews@Qsarl.org.za 


THE PROVISIONAL RESULTS OF THE SARL HF PHONE CONTEST 


The contest committee received 34 logs for the SARL HF Phone Contest held 
on Sunday 2 August 2020. The logs reflect that 1 327 QSOs were made during 
the afternoon - 18 on 20 m, 657 on 40 m and 652 on 80 m. It was noted that 
some participants did not read the rules before submitting their logs. 


1st Jan Botha, ZS4JAN - 149 points 

2nd Andre le Roux, ZS2AL - 140 points 

3rd Marinus Willemstijn, ZS6MAW - 104 points 
4th Barry Nugent, ZS2NF - 101 points 


The highest score on a single band was Jan Botha, ZS4JAN - 85 points on 80 
m 


The Club Competition 

lst PEARS - 412 points 

2nd the Highway ARC - 262 points 

3rd the Bo-Karoo ARC - 231 points 

The full set of scores has been published in HF Happenings 912 
QRP ONLINE CONVENTION 


The GQRP Club has released a detailed agenda www.gqrp.com/convention.htm 
for its Online Convention 2020 to be held on Saturday 5 and Sunday 6 September. 
The online event, which replaces the Club’s annual GQRP convention at Telford 
due to current COVID-19 restrictions, is open to existing members. A special 
rate for non-members will include GQRP Club membership until January 2022. 


THE RUSSIA-UKRAINE ”RADIO WAR” AND HF RADARS ARE MOST 
FREQUENTLY REPORTED AMATEUR BAND INTRUSIONS 


The Russia-Ukraine "radio war” and the Russian over-the-horizon radar 
(OTHR) ”Contayner” were the most frequently reported amateur band 
intruders during July, according to the International Amateur Radio Union 
Monitoring System. IARUMS characterized the ongoing broadcast radio war 
transmissions between the neighbouring nations as "spiteful and provocative.” 
Clandestine stations have appeared on 7,055, 7,090 and 7,110 MHz. IARUMS 
has determined that the heavy harmful interference from the Contayner 
Russian OTHR is coming from a location east of Moscow. Contayner OTHR 
signals have been monitored on various frequencies on 40, 20, and 15 metres, 
with a typical occupied bandwidth of about 12 kHz. 


”*Sometimes, we also found the 20 kHz wide OTHR from the UK base in Cyprus, 
but less than in previous years,” reported IARUMS Region 1 Coordinator Peter 
Jost, HB9CET, in the July newsletter. ”Due to some band openings at 10 
metres, some of us also heard several driftnet fishing buoys.” The latest [ARU- 
R1 Monitoring System newsletter includes reports from German radio amateurs 
on the large number of fishery buoys operating on 10 metres, where amateur 
radio is primary. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to remain at 
low levels. There is a single sunspot region with a simple magnetic configuration 
visible. No major flaring activity is expected. If you want to do your own 
frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will 
be around one. The 20, 30 and 40 m bands will, especially around sunset, 
provide some DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for 
further information. 


Finally, a Diary of some upcoming events: 
This afternoon — The SARL HF Digital Contest 


22 Aug — the AMSAT SA Virtual Space Symposium and the AGM of the Namib- 
ian Amateur Radio League 


22 and 23 Aug — The International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend 
30 Aug — The SARL HF CW Contest 

5 Sept — the West Rand Flea Market 

5 and 6 Sept — Region 1 SSB and RSGB SSB Field Day 

7 Sept — Settlers Day - arrival of the 1820 Settlers 200 years ago 

12 and 13 Sept — the SARL National Field Day 

15 Sept — the Highway ARC meeting 

16 Sept — World Ozone Day and the SARL 80 m Wednesday Club Sprint 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The aim of the SARL HF Contests is for participants to contact as many am- 
ateurs in Southern Africa as possible on the 20, 40 and 80 m amateur bands. 
This afternoon from 14:00 to 17:00 UTC, you can participate in the HF Digital 
contest using any HF digital mode. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 Central African Time. The program can be 
heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side- 
band. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 
19:30 Central African Time on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, edited 
by 


Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


